To:  Helix Oral History Project Participants

RE:  Interview preparation
The Helix Heritage Project allows young people to help research and write community, family and individual histories for the Helix area. Most interviews will last about an hour or two. 

The materials created in the Project will be preserved in local libraries and museums as well as in the Oregon Historical Society Library-Archives.

To prepare for the interview, you might spark your memory by reviewing any photographs, letters or newspaper clippings you have saved. You might look at any souvenirs or objects you've kept. Please consider bringing photos, medals, uniforms, news clippings, or other souvenirs from the time period, as the students will need this type of material to complete their projects.

We are interested in your memories and thoughts about your life experiences, so we would like to hear any stories or details that are important to you. The "official" history of the time period with dates and facts and figures is readily available in many published sources, but your interview will allow us to go beyond the official record to get a sense of how things felt and seemed to people who were there. 

Of course, you do not have to answer any questions that you do not want to answer. A copy of the transcript and tape will be made available to the public for research purposes. You can place restrictions on the material if you choose, such as requiring your permission before it is used or specifying that it may not be used for a certain number of years. Such restrictions reduce the value of your story for researchers, so we prefer to avoid them, but this is up to you. 

Unless otherwise requested, all materials will be made available to the public and covered under standard copyright law.

We are grateful for your willingness to help. If you should have any questions, please feel free to call me at 457-2175 or at home at 377-2703.

Lorin Kubishta
Helix High School Teacher

